Norwalk Public Schools
Fifth Grade Social Studies Overview

“Expanding Horizons: Exploration, Ideals & Colonization”

Overar ching Objective: In fifth grade, students will understand the ways in which exploration,

colonization, and the quest for “independence” have shaped the United States and the modern world.

By the end of fifth grade, sudents should know the answers to the following overarching questions:
Essential Questions:

1. Why do individuas, governments, and nations explore new ideas and new territories?

2. Why was the experience of American colonial life and culture unique? How did colonization, davery,
and regionalism shape the current U.S.?
3. Wasthe American Revolution ajustified war for freedom or wasit an act of heresy and treason? Why?
4. In what ways does the Constitution reflect American ideals and values? In what way is the Constitution
a“bundle of compromises?’
5. What are our duties as American citizens?
6. What have been the effects of “Manifest Destiny” upon the United States?
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(see K-5 curriculum guide for specific lessons, activities, resources)




